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POLICE — REGIONAL ENFORCEMENT UNIT 

445. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 

I refer to the $18.5 million allocated to establish a regional enforcement unit. Why is this needed and how will this 
help drive down the shocking road toll and tragic loss of life on regional roads? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

I thank the member for Murray–Wellington for that question. I note that in the short time she has been in this house 
she has very much shown continued care and concern for the safety and wellbeing of her constituents. 

Unfortunately, our state road toll is unacceptably high and 2016 was the highest road toll in some six years. Most 
of those deaths in 2016—some 194 deaths that year—were in regional areas. Of the 194 deaths in 2016, 119 were 
in regional areas. That is up from 87 the year before. That is an increase of 32 people killed on regional roads. 
There were 75 people killed in the metropolitan area last year, up just one on the year before. Crashes in regional 
WA are overwhelmingly represented and we know the causes of most of those crashes. Most of them are caused 
by speed, drugs, alcohol, fatigue and the failure to wear seatbelts. It is a problem that needs to be solved in regional 
Western Australia. The community, particularly those in regional areas, often expresses a concern about the lack 
of police presence on the roads. Most people in the community know that enforcement and a visible police presence 
makes a difference. That is why the McGowan government is creating the regional enforcement unit, something 
we promised to do at the election. We are fulfilling that commitment after a lack of presence on regional roads. It 
will be $18.5 million, as the member has already stated, and that will provide us with 25 additional officers to 
patrol our roads and to help with a visible presence on regional roads.  

I make the point that these will not be the only officers policing; local officers will still have a responsibility and 
will still conduct other road campaigns. The regional enforcement unit will focus on roads within a 400 kilometre 
radius of Perth, which is where most crashes occur, and they will target category A offences—speeding, driving 
under the influence of alcohol and drugs, the non-wearing of seatbelts and distracted and fatigued driving. We will 
get a much stronger police presence out on our roads. People need to get that “anywhere, anytime” message and 
we need to be able to do what we can to drive down the road toll in regional areas. I thank the member for 
highlighting this issue; it is just one measure we are taking to drive down the road toll. We know that the regional 
road toll is unacceptably high. It seems that some people just do not get the safety message unless they get the 
enforcement message and lose the points and cop the fine. 
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